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Octoberfest!

Upcoming Lodge Events A Message from the Chief

Greetings Wagion,

Believe it or not, the end of the 2026 lodge year is soon to be upon us. The

October Weekend - October 16th- August Fellowship Weekend was a great success bringing in 215 lodge

18th members from across the council to Camp Conestoga for an amazing
weekend made possible by the planning and preparation done by the
hardworking youth of the Lodge Executive Committee. Having inducted 40
new Ordeals and 15 new Brotherhoods, we are on track to round off the
year with a fair number of new and returning members. Nonetheless, I
encourage everyone to push candidates and Ordeals in your units to join

CO ntents the lodge and seal their membership.
Officer Chat - Pages 2-3 As the October weekend approaches, so does the preparation for the busy
. 2027 lodge year on the horizon. As we prepare to host the Section E21
Chairman Chat - Pages 4-5 Conclave, send a contingent to the National Order of the Arrow
SIE/NYLT - Page 6 Conference, and implement the new OA induction-all in addition to our
normal lodge operations—we are going to need a strong leadership team to
Adult Forum - Page 7 spearhead the beginning of a new chapter in our lodge history. This starts

TR e | RS - [Py (5 zgtcl: Otll::reie;ctil::?{ls(t)lil‘ )t.he 2027 lodge officers at the October Service Weekend
LEC Contact Info - Page 10-11

For those of you yet to become familiar with the organization of the LEC,
this entails the election of S youth leaders to the offices of Lodge Chief,
Program Vice Chief, Administrative Vice Chief, Lodge Secretary, and
Lodge Treasurer. Anyone under the age of 21 now and through 2027 is
eligible to run, thus I encourage all youth to at least become familiar with
the duties of each and consider becoming active on the LEC. Though
demanding, being an officer is a rewarding experience that makes a true
difference in supporting the continued strength of the Scouting program in
Westmoreland-Fayette Council.

Aside from elections and service, our October “Oktoberfest”’-themed
Service Weekend is coming together nicely, and our Activities and Food
Service committees have great plans in store. I look forward to seeing
everyone at the weekend as we close out another year of Wagion.

In Service,

Carl Schaefer
2026 Lodge Chief
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Officer Chat
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Program Vice Chief - Alan Methven

Hello Wagion,

Thank you for such a great August weekend. It was awesome to see everyone
and all of the new ordeals after summer camp. I would like to say thank you
to everyone who helped out with the program committees. Without all of you
we would not be able to put on such a great program. We also had lots of
lodge members go out to the SIE to ensure that we can roll out the new
ceremonies as best as possible for all of you. Activities has been working hard
to plan out our Octoberfest themed weekend for all of you. There will be lots
of great activities all weekend and lots of competitions so come down to
snack Friday night to participate. Anyone who participates in activities at the
weekend can claim a FREE sash pin, this weekend will fill out your collection
for your 2026 weekend pins. As many of you know, October also is our
weekend for lodge elections. I encourage all of you to come to the weekend to
put in your vote and decide who you would like to see as officers next year. [
also encourage you to run for an officer position to continue to serve the
lodge. I’'m very excited for the upcoming weekend and I hope to see you all
there!

In service,
Alan

Administrative Vice Chief - Owen Briggs

Get ready for an awesome October weekend filled with Oktoberfest fun, excit-
ing activities, fellowship, and service! The weekend will include games, team
activities, food, and plenty of opportunities to have fun together. We’ll also be
holding officer elections, giving the youth a chance to participate in choosing
our next leaders. During the afternoon service period, only adults will partici-
pate in service, while the youth take part in the officer elections and other
planned activities. It’s going to be a fun and memorable weekend for everyone!

Carry on,
Owen
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Officer Chat
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Secretary - Andrew Pierce

Hello Wagion LEC!

I am excited to see all of you up at camp in October! Please be sure to bring
weather appropriate gear and be ready for a party like its Oktoberfest! Please
reach out to your committee's people and ask if they would like to write T-Bird
articles also. Lastly, apologies on the website's issues. I am sorry it was down for
an extended period of time. Thank you and carry on!

In service,
Andrew Pierce

Treasurer - Landyn Queer

I’m running for Treasurer because I want to help keep our Crew organized
and make sure our money is being handled responsibly. I want to be in-
volved, help plan events, and make sure we have what we need to make
them happen. I’ll do my best to keep everything clear, organized, and fair
for the Crew.

Thank you
Landyn Queer
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Chairman Chat
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Unit Elections Committee - Eli Rittenhouse

Dear Wagion Lodge #6,

Hello! We are beginning to allow troops to start scheduling their unit elections early. So, if your troop would like to
schedule its unit election for this upcoming lodge year, please reach out to Kyle Collamer or myself.

Also, there is now a BAND in the BAND App for Wagion Lodge #6 so please invite your troop members to join.
There will be an invite link provided at the bottom of the article. Please make sure you have your first name and last
name in your profile.

Finally, there will be a Unit Elections kickoff meeting this October Lodge Weekend. So, if you are in the Unit Elec-
tions Committee, are your troop’s OA representative, or are interested in joining the Unit Elections Committee please
attend. Further details will be provided at the lodge weekend.

Thank you and we hope to see you at the October Service Weekend!

Sincerely,
Eli Rittenhouse

Service Committee - Emmaleigh Rutz
Hello Wagion,

As the year comes to a close, so does my term as your Service Chairman. I want to say a massive thank you to every-
one who helped the committee or participated in service this year. No matter how big or small your contribution, I
wouldn’t have been able to pull this off without your help.

We implemented several changes this year to improve our efficiency, including dedicated Project Leaders, and getting
members involved in the committee. We reduced the time spent waiting for assignments, increasing the amount of
service completed. In my opinion, these changes have been a success, and I’ve heard many great things about how the
new system is working.

I can’t wait to see what the next Chairman does to further improve this committee. Let’s finish this year as strong as
we started. I hope to see you all for cheerful service in October!

In Service,
Emmaleigh Rutz
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Chairman Chat
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Cub Relations - Nate Collamer

Hello Wagion,

Please spread the word to your local Cub Scout Packs about next year’s Spring Nature Walk that will take place on
Saturday, May Ist. If you are interested in helping out with this event, please contact me.

Carry on, Wagion!
Nate Collamer

First Aid Committee - Nick Eremic

Hello Wagion This is your first aid chairman, Nick Eremic

I can’t wait to see all of you in October to help close up camp for the winter time if you’re able to make it out it
would be greatly appreciated and hopefully the weather stays nice for the weekend and remember, Wagion stay safe!

Carry on,
Nick

Activities Committee - Dylan Daugherty

Hello Wagion,

After a great weekend I'm looking forward to our October weekend with the theme Oktoberfest. The activities com-
mittee has lots of great activities we will be bringing. These activities are inspired by common games seen during Ok-
toberfest. Looking forward to seeing everyone there.

Carry on,
Dylan Daugherty
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SIE/NYLT
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Section Induction Experience

Hello Wagion!

We recently sent a contingent out to Monaken for the Section's Induction Experience. Those who went will serve as
the voice to bridge between us and National as we go through these changes with our induction and ceremonies. We
will be hosting out Lodge Induction Experience soon and Matt Dalton will be required to retake his ordeal. I hope to
see most of you there as we take this challenging step forward together in Cheerfulness. Please come with an open
mind with many questions, and ideas so we can direct this in a good way to benefit our lodge, not forgetting our histo-
ry but, without dwelling on the bittersweet end to our beloved ceremonies. Thank you to all who went to the SIE, and
for all that will be coming to the LIE. Your leadership is exemplary and your ties in our Brotherhood are stronger than
steel.

In service,
Andrew Pierce
2026 Lodge Secretary

National Youth Leadership Training

Hello Wagon,

Training is important for all youth leaders period. Fortunately, Westmoreland-Fayette Council offers National Youth
Leadership Training (NYLT) right after Camp Conestoga! As a member of the OA, your primary goal is to serve
your troop. Period. A great way for YOU to serve your troop is to get your upcoming youth leaders to NYLT. I list
the NYLT week-long course among the most important events in my life. It set the course for all my leadership in
Scouting and in my professional life. If you have any questions on the program and how it can help your unit, do not
hesitate to reach out to me.

Carry on,
Kyle Collomer
Unit elections advisor.

The T-Bird is always on the look out for new content. Anything can be
submitted through the website or by emailing Max Snyder
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Adult Forum
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Calling All Adults!
(Many hands make light work!)

Hey Wagion!!

Next year will be an exciting year for our Lodge! But it will be a busy one, too. There are many Lodge events, includ-
ing Section and National events, during 2027.

In order to carry out the many facets of the Lodge, and to host the various events, we will need many advisors. For
both Lodge standing and special committees, and the Conclave, which we will host in June 2027. Plus, integrating the
new Induction Experience will need additional help.

We’ve always had many dedicated adults to serve as advisors to our youth. And we would like to expand those ranks.
How can we do this?

There will be an adult forum immediately following lunch at the O/A (Handicraft) Pavillion. (This will be at the same
time as officer elections occur.) Any adult who would like to know more about the lodge committee structure should
attend this brief meeting. Questions such as how they can help support the youth of our lodge will be discussed.

Additionally, we will try to answer any questions concerning the Order of the Arrow and our lodge.

So, please join us at this event after lunch during the October weekend. All adults are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend.

Come to the Adult Forum! We Need You!
Thanks for your support!!
Tom Vater
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August Weekend
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August weekend
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Westmoreland-Fayette Council, Inc.
Boy Scouts of America

2 Garden Center Drive

Greensburg, PA 15601-1393
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